
Kindergarten – 1st Grade Lesson Plan – March 8, 2020 
The Most Important Commandment 

 
Chat with children as they arrive and ask them to join you in the circle.  Make sure 
everyone gets signed in on the sheet.  When it is time to begin, start with the 
offering. 

 

Ask: “Does anyone have an offering?”  Collect offerings in the wooden box.  Close 
box and recite this prayer (even if there were no offerings): 

“Thank You God for blessing us, so that we might bless others.” 

Put the box on lower shelf behind you and bring out bells. 

 

Say: “The Lord be with you.” 

Children respond: “And also with you.” 

Say: “We come together in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit (Ring bells – in the blue pouch on the floor - once at each name, and listen 
for the silence) 

Say: “When we hear those words we know that it is time to hear one of God’s 
special stories. Watch where I go to get today’s story.” 

 

Tell the story …. The Most Important Commandment 

Supplies: Tray with two baskets (one for Jesus, Peter, James and John, and the 
other for the priest, elder, and teacher of the law, with wooden figures for all), 
Jerusalem underlay, temple, white felt circle, red felt heart, white heart-shaped 
card with the Greatest Commandment and the 2nd Commandment on each half. 

 

 



After the story, ask any of the following: 

I wonder how Jesus feels when the people in Jerusalem wonder who he is? 

I wonder how the people in Jerusalem feel as they listen to Jesus’ teachings? 

I wonder how the crowds feel when they hear the priests and scribes trying to trick 
Jesus with their questions? 

I wonder how the priests and elders feel as Jesus tells what is the most important 
commandment? 

I wonder how they feel when they hear Jesus say the second most important 
commandment is to “love your neighbor as yourself”? I wonder what that means? 

I wonder why it is hard for some of them to love Jesus? 

I wonder how Jesus feels about the priests and elders? 

I wonder how the people feel when they love God with all their hearts, with all 
their souls, and with all their strength? 

 

After the wondering questions, say: “I wonder if you would like to make 
something that shows how you feel about today’s story.  You could make this your 
work today.  Or if there is some other work you would like to get out that is fine 
too.  We’ll go around the circle now to see what you would like to do.” 

Their “work” could be to draw a picture about something in the story, or 
whatever the kids are interested in doing. All the art materials are displayed on 
the shelves. 

At about 10:40 ask the kids to put away their work and return to the circle.  When 
they come to the circle clean hands for Communion, show how to cross your arms 
if you are receiving a blessing, and give reminders about behavior (quiet in the 
hall, no running).  

After Communion, please direct the children to the dining room for music. 

 


