
 

 

 

 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

THE OFFICE OF MORNING PRAYER 

 

 

 
HYMN 525  AURELIA 

HE CHURCH’S ONE FOUNDATION  
is Jesus Christ her Lord;  
her charter of salvation  

 by water and the word:  
from heaven he came and sought her  
 to be his holy bride;  
with his own blood he bought her,  
 and for her life he died. 

Mid toil and tribulation,  
 and tumult of her war  
she waits the consummation  
 of peace for evermore;  
till with the vision glorious  
 her longing eyes are blessed,  
and the great church victorious  
 shall be the Church at rest. 

 

The Officiant  
Send out your Light and your truth, that they may lead me, and bring me to your holy hill and to 
your dwelling. 

PSALM 43:3  
 
THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER  

Officiant  Lord, open our lips.  
People   And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Officiant  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in  
and People the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
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VENITE   PSALM 95:1-7 
Read in unison  

OME, LET US SING TO THE LORD; *  
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *  
 and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 

For the LORD is a great God, *  
 and a great King above all gods. 

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *  
 and the heights of the hills are his also. 

The sea is his, for he made it, *  
 and his hands have molded the dry land. 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *  
 and kneel before the LORD our Maker. 

For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *  
 Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!  
 
PSALM 23  DOMINUS REGIT ME 
Read responsively 

HE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD; *  
I shall not be in want. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures *  
 and leads me beside still waters. 

He revives my soul *  
 and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; *  
 for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; *  
 you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 

Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *  
 and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.  
 
THE FIRST LESSON 
A READING FROM THE FIRST BOOK OF SAMUEL 

HE LORD SAID TO SAMUEL, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from 
being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the 
Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can 

I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I 
have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall 
do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” Samuel did what the LORD 
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commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, 
“Do you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify 
yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them 
to the sacrifice. When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is 
now before the LORD.” But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the 
height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look 
on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and 
made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” Then Jesse made 
Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” Jesse made seven of his 
sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of these.” Samuel 
said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is 
keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until 
he comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was 
handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn 
of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily 
upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 

Here ends the Lesson.  
 
CANTICLE: THE FIRST SONG OF ISAIAH ECCE, DEUS 
Read responsively 

URELY, IT IS GOD WHO SAVES ME; *  
I will trust in him and not be afraid. 

For the LORD is my stronghold and my sure defense, *  
 and he will be my Savior. 

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing *  
 from the springs of salvation. 

And on that day you shall say, *  
 Give thanks to the LORD and call upon his Name; 

Make his deeds known among the peoples; *  
 see that they remember that his Name is exalted. 

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, *  
 and this is known in all the world. 

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, *  
 for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

ISAIAH 12:2-  
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THE SECOND LESSON 

A READING FROM THE LETTER TO THE EPHESIANS 

NCE YOU WERE DARKNESS, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light— for 
the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is 
pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose 

them. For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; but everything exposed by the 
light becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light. 

Here ends the reading   
 
MESSAGE  The Rev. Dr. Ronald B. Young 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

BELIEVE IN GOD, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
  and born of the Virgin Mary.  
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again.  
 He ascended into heaven,  
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic Church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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THE PRAYERS The people stand or kneel. 
Officiant  The Lord be with you.  
People   And also with you.  
Officiant  Let us pray. 

Officiant and People 

UR FATHER, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,   
  for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
THE SUFFRAGES 

V.  Show us your mercy, O Lord;  
R.  And grant us your salvation. 

V.  Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  
R.  Let your people sing with joy. 

V.  Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;  
R.  For only in you can we live in safety. 

V.  Lord, keep this nation under your care;  
R.  And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

V.  Let your way be known upon earth;  
R.  Your saving health among all nations. 

V.  Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  
R.  Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

V.  Create in us clean hearts, O God;  
R.  And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.  
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

RACIOUS FATHER, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true 
bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and 
we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
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A Collect for Guidance  
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and 
govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we may not forget you, 
but may remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
ANTHEM  C. V. STANFORD 1852-1924 

BEATI QUORUM VIA INTEGRA EST: qui ambulant in lege Domini 

 Blessed are they whose road is straight, who walk in the law of the Lord. 

PSALM 119:1  
 
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom  
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three 
are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires 
and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age 
to come life everlasting. Amen. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be 
with us all evermore. Amen. 

2 CORINTHIANS 13:14  
 
HYMN 690  CWM RHONDDA 

UIDE ME, O THOU GREAT JEHOVAH,  
pilgrim through this barren land;  
I am weak, but thou art mighty;  

 hold me with thy powerful hand;  
  bread of heaven,  
   feed me now and evermore. 

When I tread the verge of Jordan,  
 bid my anxious fears subside;  
death of death, and hell’s destruction,  
 land me safe on Canaan’s side;  
  songs of praises  
   I will ever give to thee. 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR:  
Audrey, niece of Gladys Wiedrich, serious health concerns;  
Emi, personal struggles;  
Geoff Foley, health concerns;  
Bob Greendyke, serious health concerns;  
Mary Ann Simpson;  
Emily McMullen, cousin of Eileen Kalbfus, seriously ill;  
Mary Frances Collins, friend of Betsy and Peter Webster, died;  
Elizabeth and John; 

ONGOING: 
Captain Craig Carlisle, USA; Cricket Luellen; Christopher Dewey; Jon Webster; Ellen Jenkins; 
Austin; Jessie and Jordan; Sarah Green; Cory Kreitzer; Bill; David Strong; Carol Loveland; Bill 
Ryder; Patricia Wadhams; Sarah; Kathi; Robin; Betty Wayman; John D. Wayman; Ian Meck; Liz 
Cafari; Peter Hauge; Claire Crump; Curtis Neimyer; Paul Spiegel; Mark Seebe; Owen Landry 
Elizabeth Kallop, Janet Campbell; Abby Matteson; Leslie Miller; Dick; Amy; Stephen Platt; Sue 
Murphy; Jeff Paris; Janet and Gwain Gillespie; Mathew McGann; Tom Blum; Sue Giese; Meredith 
Utman; Mary Anne; Krissi; Jessie; Sarah Koopus; Richard; Natalie McComb; Karl Hendrickson; 
George Tice; Lincoln Bounds; Alec Sutherland; Alex Simpson; Janet Schumacher; Bob Metcalf; 
Sophie Meyer; John McLeod; Shari Smith; Walter Tapp; TEAM; Sue Ritchie; Michele Aviles; David 
Stephenson; Hope Stehr; Patrick; Carol Aviles; Judy W.; Amy; Eric; Bob Young; Ceci McCurdy; 
Mike Luddy; John; Rex Johnson; Wolfgang Wu; Melody Simmons; George Simmons; Kate C.; Scott 
Ornt; Kathy Burns; Rose; Marcia Poleon. 
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