
  

Middle School – March 15, 2020 
Was Jesus of Nazareth God? 

 
• 10:00 – 10:05: Hang out 

 
• 10:05 – 10:25: Encounter  

o Video: 
 Set Up 

• Make 3 columns on the white board, labeled “Human”, 
“Human & God”, and “God”. Have kids brainstorm three 
lists: things humans can do, things God can do, and things a 
being who was both God and human might be able to do. 
Record responses on the white board. 
 

 Watch the video. 
 

 Unpack  
• Do you think it was important for God to take human form? 

Why? 
• What words would you use to describe Jesus to someone 

who has never heard of him before? 
• Who do you look up to in your life? 
• What’s important to you about Jesus’ humanity and divinity? 

 
o What about the Bible? 

 Read John 11:1-44 together (see handout with bigger print).  
 Hand out Bibles and ask the kids to work together to use their Bible 

to find things that Jesus did on Earth. (Hint: look at the subtitles 
throughout the Gospels.) 

 Label pieces of paper with the categories of his actions, including 
“Physical Healing”, “Spiritual and Emotional Healing”, “Teaching”, 
“Helping Others”, and “Standing Up For His Beliefs”. As kids share 
their lists, divide their findings into these categories. 

 Questions for conversation: 
• What action of Jesus is your favorite and why? 
• How do our lists compare to our lists from Set Up? 



  

• What kinds of paradoxes did you find? Why are these 
important? 

• What things did Jesus do on Earth that we can also do? 
 

• 10:30 – 10:50 (approx.): Engage 
o Activity: HELP! (AW p. 98, although there isn’t an actual activity there) 

 There isn’t enough time for the kids to do a mini-service project 
around church, so instead you can talk with them about service in 
general. 

 As middle school students, they should all at least be thinking about 
what they can do to help others in the community (and earn school 
community service credit). 

 Make sure to mention Missionpalooza, July 13-17. Registration is 
open now to all kids who will be in 7th or higher in the fall. We are 
starting to plan the projects the kids will do throughout Rochester. 

 Questions: 
• What kinds of work did Jesus do in his community? 
• What kinds of service experiences have you had? 
• How do your service experiences reflect the things that Jesus 

did? How are they different? 
• How does it feel to know you’re helping others out? 
• What challenges did Jesus face as he tried to help others? 

What challenges do we face as we try to help others? 
• What are some bigger service projects we could do to help 

our community or the world in general? 
 

• 10:50 – 11:00: Communion   
 

• 11:00 – 11:10: Music in the Dining Room 
  


