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Bishop of Rochester 
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Julie Forney & Bill Smith 
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Hilary Guthrie, Shirley Shaw, Wil Vaules 
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The Christ Church Nominating Committee is pleased to announce the slate for the upcoming 
Annual Meeting election that will be held on Sunday, January 26 following the 9:00 am service. 
(There will be one combined service that Sunday at 9:00 am.) This meeting provides an 
opportunity to hear how things are going at Christ Church, get information regarding the plans for 
the future, give thanks to our retiring Vestry members and committee leaders and elect a new 
Warden, Vestry members and Delegates to Diocesan Convention. Absentee ballots will be available 
through the office and floor nominations can be submitted in addition to the slate.  
 
We continue to use the process known as a single slate. The Vestry adopted this process in July of 
2009 after a 3-year trial. Even with a single slate of candidates, your vote is needed:  It is your way 
of endorsing our Wardens, Vestry and Diocesan Delegates.  Each of the nominees has committed 
him or herself to serving our parish for terms that range from as much as 3 years for a Vestry 
Member or Diocesan Delegate, to a single year for the Alternate Diocesan Delegate.  They will be 
making decisions that affect all members of our parish and knowing that they have your support is 
important. 
 
 
QUALIFICATIONS TO VOTE AT PARISH MEETINGS 
 
“Persons of eighteen years of age or more, belonging to the parish, who have been baptized and are 
regular attendants of its worship and contributors of its support for at least twelve months prior to 
such annual or parish meeting or since the establishment of such parish, shall be qualified voters at 
such annual or special meeting unless the Charter of By-Laws shall specify otherwise.” 
        Diocesan Canon 17, Section 2(c) 
 
 
 
NOMINATIONS FROM THE FLOOR 
 

Should any member of the parish wish to nominate further members for the parish of any of these 
positions, nominations from the floor can be submitted up to and including the opening of the 
Annual Meeting on January 26.   
 
The process for making a nomination from the floor is as follows: a person who has been a 
member of the parish for at least one year and actively supports the parish may make a nomination.  
The nominee must meet the requirements for the office (criteria may be obtained from Thom 
Fogg, Chair of the Nominating Committee or through the church office) and the nominee must 
agree to stand for election.  Five additional members of the parish (in attendance for at least one 
year and actively supporting the parish) must second the nomination. Anyone planning to make a 
nomination from the floor is encouraged to do so early in order that the additional nominee(s) can 
be included in the absentee ballots. 
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 ELECTION 

 

Hilary Guthrie: Candidate for Warden (3 year term) 
My roots in the Episcopal Church are deep, with a father who was an Episcopal 
minister and two uncles and a grandfather who were priests with the Church of 
England.  My husband, Doug Wegman, and I have been members of Christ Church 
for about 25 years and Doug has served on the vestry and as a warden.  Doug and I 
have assisted with the annual giving campaign and the last capital campaign, taught 
for several years in the church school and supported many community outreach 

activities.  We joined Christ Church because it offered a strong Sunday school program for our daughter, 
clergy who are fully engaged on a personal level, and a service rich in music.  We found a warm and 
inviting parish community that we treasure.  We are thankful for the feeling of renewal we have following 
the Sunday service, from the laughter and learning we share with our fellow parishioners after a Mark 
Brummitt program, and through our engagement supporting our parish goals.  I work at the law firm of 
Harris Beach as their Chief Business Development Officer, overseeing the strategic planning and business 
development for the firm statewide.   As a warden, I hope to apply my skills and experience in supporting 
the current good work of the parish, the vestry and Ron and help identify new opportunities that can 
enhance our collective spiritual growth and help develop solutions to our challenges.  

Eileen Kalbfus: Recommended Candidate for Vestry (3 year term) 
 My family and I have been attending Christ Church Pittsford for ten years, and it has 
been a joy for us to become part of this community. I was raised in Fairport and am an 
elementary educator in the Rochester City School District. I enjoy travel, reading, and 
all outdoor activities.   Over the years, I have been involved in a number of activities 
within the parish, including serving as a Sunday School teacher, youth group volunteer 

and member of the Outreach Committee.  My husband David has also served as a Sunday School teacher 
and volunteers at the Pittsford Food Cupboard. I have a deep appreciation for the way this parish blesses 
my family. In particular, this church community plays an important, formative role in our daughters’ lives. 
They both look forward to participating in youth group as well as educational activities, and we are grateful 
to all those who regularly share their time and talent to make these experiences possible for all the church's 
youth. This is truly the foundation of their lifelong faith.  I look forward to serving on the vestry of Christ 
Church Pittsford to support the stewardship of the Church’s gifts, contribute my unique talents and gifts, 
and collaborate with others to carry out the Church’s mission.  

 
Mary Ann Chiella: Recommended Candidate for Vestry ( 3 year term) 

I am honored to be asked to continue to be a member of the Vestry.  I am a lifelong 

Rochester resident and reside in Henrietta.  I am retired from Nazareth College where I 

worked in several administrative offices.  My last position before retirement was the 

Administrative Assistant to the Dean of the School of Education.  Holding a one-year 

position on the Vestry has given me insight into the work of the Church.  This past year has 

been filled with emotion – joy, sadness, excitement and change.  I am looking forward to continuing my 

work on the Vestry during this critical time for the Church. I appreciate this opportunity and I am delighted 

to help our Church in moving forward.   
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Daryl Sharp: Candidate for Vestry ( 3 year term) 

I am a cradle Episcopalian having been raised and educated in the church since my 
infant baptism. I grew up in a suburb of Philadelphia on the Jersey side and we were 
regular church-goers. In the mid-80’s my husband at the time and I moved to Syracuse 
where I began attending Christ Church, Manlius. Our church family was integral to my 
well-being and to this day, some of my dearest friends are from that parish. While in 
Manlius, I served on the vestry and as a warden. Shortly after my beloved father died in 
2015, I found Christ Church Pittsford. I always say that our church is the last gift my 

father gave to me. I cherish the beauty and aesthetic of our church structure, the thoughtful reflections of 
our clergy, our exceptional and inspiring music, the boundless energy of our children and youth, and the 
kindness of my pew mates. I have served as a lector and as a member of the stewardship committee for the 
past couple of years. A nurse for more than forty years, I am currently the Senior Director of Care 
Management for Accountable Health Partners and the University of Rochester Medical Center. In this role, 
I have been privileged to lead the development and implementation of a care management infrastructure for 
a network of more than two thousand clinical providers and eight hospitals across a ten county area of 
Upstate NY. My husband Bob and I live in Brighton—we are blessed with four children and their spouses. 

Libby Bakken: Candidate for Delegate to Diocesan Convention (1 year term) 
Christ Church has been our family’s church since we returned to the Rochester area 27 
years ago.  My husband David and I joined when our two boys Sandy and Geoff were in 
elementary school.  David soon began singing in the choir and I have had the pleasure of 
volunteering in a variety of ways beginning as a Sunday School teacher, then moving on to 
chairing a Newcomer’s group, serving on the vestry and as an acolyte,1 and facilitating a 
job search group for the parish. 
 

My roots at Christ Church are strong and it has been a great experience to see how our church has grown in 
faith and spirit as well as membership during these last years. I love the many ways our parish continues to 
move forward in its mission, serving parishioners as well as reaching far beyond our parish. 
 
Two key areas of our shared community continue to be very important to me: welcoming newcomers and 
helping them find a place in our parish, and ensuring that our children and adults have positive opportunities 
for educational experiences.  

Jeff Burkey: Candidate for Alternate Delegate to Diocesan Convention (1 year term) 
I grew up in Pittsford and attended the Presbyterian church right behind Christ Church. In 
college, I met my wife, Livy, who was raised Roman Catholic. Since we all know marriage is 
all about compromise, we became Episcopalians!  We’ve been members of Christ Church 
for about 10 years. Both our children, Cecelia and Chase, were baptized here. The greatest 
gift my parents shared with me is their faith and that foundation has served me well during 

life’s challenges. Christ Church is an important part of passing along this tradition to our children. We have 
both enjoyed teaching Sunday School and helping with outreach. We joined Christ Church because it offered 
a strong Sunday School program and we wanted our children to learn the timeless lessons and values out-
lined in the Bible. The incredible music doesn’t hurt either!  
 

I work in the investment industry for Federated Investors as a Financial Advisor for both individual families 
and endowments. I have served as a trustee at the Rochester Museum and Science Center for many years on 
both finance and development committees.  I look forward to supporting the parish any way I can.  

 


