
4th & 5th Grade Lesson Plan – The Day Jesus Died 
November 24, 2019 

 
• 10:00 – 10:15: Gather  

o Arrival Activity:  
 When the kids have arrived, ask them to come over to you one by 

one, dip a finger in the water bowl, and make a simple shape on 
their foreheads – like a circle, square, or cross. Face in the direction 
that no one can see what they’re doing. 

 Challenge kids to see if they’re able to tell what shapes others have 
drawn.  

 
o Opening Conversation:   

 Hand out leaflets. Ask the kids to look at the picture of the question 
mark and the Life Question (Why can’t important choices be 
easier?) on p. 1. 

• “What’s a hard decision that you’ve made on your own?” 
• “Can you think of a choice you’ve made that was important 

but was easy to make?” 
• “Think of a time when you needed to ask someone for 

forgiveness. How did you know you had done something 
wrong?” (you felt bad, someone told you, etc.) 

• “What makes asking for forgiveness hard?” (embarrassment, 
shame, etc?) 

• “Have you ever been surprised by how easy it was for 
someone to forgive you, or for you to forgive someone?” 
Discuss. 

 
o Opening Prayer 

 “Before we start, let’s take a minute to sit in silence with God. I 
won’t say a prayer, but you can use this time to confess to God 
something that you regret doing or leaving undone. Let’s pray.” 

 Leave about 30 seconds for reflection, and at the end say Amen. 
 
 



• 10:15 – 10:40: Open the Bible  
o The Day Jesus Died Story 

 Hand out Bibles and find Luke 23:33-43 on p. 1166-67. 
 Tell the kids that while you’re reading, you will stop several times 

and raise your hands into the air.  
 When you stop, the kids should say “Father, forgive them, for they 

do not know what they are doing.” Practice the response several 
times. 

 As you read, pause after verses 34, 35, 37, 39, and 42.  
 “What did you notice about this story? What surprised you the 

most?” (the criminal asked for forgiveness, Jesus forgave the 
criminal) 

 
o A Message of Forgiveness 

 Remind kids that, even in the worst possible situation, Jesus 
forgives people – a criminal, the people crucifying him, and us. 

 Ask a volunteer to read A Message of Forgiveness on p. 2. When 
kids are done with the letter, invite them to pick one sentence or 
phrase from the letter, and write it on the mural paper. 

 “Looking at the mural paper, what do you observe about 
forgiveness?” Allow time for responses. Kids can put a sticker in 
their Spark Bible if they’d like. 

 
o Cross-Referencing 

 Ask the kids to complete the puzzle on p. 3, using their Bibles to 
find the answers. 

 The answer key is in the Leader Guide. 
 When they’re done, ask “Why do you think there are so many 

verses about the cross in the Bible?” (the forgiveness Jesus brings is 
symbolized by the cross) 

 “When we started class today, we marked our foreheads with 
water. It was hard to tell what we drew. But in baptism, the pastor 
uses water to make the sign of the cross on the forehead of the 
person being baptized. Even though we can’t see that cross, we 
believe it is a mark that lasts forever. It is a mark that identifies us 
as people who have been forgiven.” 

 



o What Comes Next 
 Look at the activity on p. 2. “Here is a sequence that needs 

completing. Work together to figure out what happens next.” (this 
is a bit tough!) 

 Answer: first of the three. The figures are formed by reverse images 
of the numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, and the answer choices are 5, 6, 7. 

 “’What happens next?’ is a question we find ourselves asking a lot. 
Before Jesus was arrested and crucified, he asked that question but 
knew what he had to do. Once today’s story was finished, who else 
do you think was asking that question?” (the disciples, everyone) 

 “No matter what happens next, remember that God loves us, and 
our lives are in God’s hands!” 

 
• 10:40 – 10:50: Activate Faith 

o The Waiting Game 
 Read the instructions on p. 4. In the first round, everyone must use 

some form of the word “wait” in their story. You can use a timer for 
each round of the story and say “Now!” when you want the kids to 
pass the paper along. 

 When all the stories have been written (everyone gets their original 
story back), ask: 

• “Which story had the most creative use of the word ‘wait’? 
Why do you think so?” 

• “The disciples had a lot of waiting to do after Jesus died. 
They didn’t even know what they were waiting for! How do 
you pass the time when you’re waiting for something?” 

 
o King of Everyone – skip unless you have extra time – leaflet p. 4 

 

• 10:50 – 11:00: Communion (approx.). Please lead the kids back to the dining 
room for music. 
 

• 11:00 – 11:10: Music in the Dining Room 

  

 


