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The Enlightener    
        Autumn 2019 

Dear Christ Church Family; 
 

A couple of years ago I was 
driving a long distance and 
was alone. After calling all 
my close friends who picked 
up my calls, I turned to 
NPR. After a couple of 
hours, I tired of listening to 
news.  My first thought was 

to listen to bagpipe marches on YouTube, but the 
traffic was infernally slow, and I realized that 
martial music would only acerbate my frustration. 
At the next rest area, I started to listen to a 
playlist of hymns.  Some were wonderful and 
others I skipped over very quickly.  And then I 
found my new favorite hymn, “He who would 
valiant be.” It was a recording from a small parish 
church for the BBC TV show Songs of Praise. 
Almost forty years an Episcopalian and I had 
never heard this hymn, although it is in the 1982 
hymnal. The track ended and the next hymn 
began and the organ of St Paul’s Cathedral, 
London bellowed out the introduction to “He 
who would valiant be” as it was sung with great 
fervor by the great and good for the funeral of 
Lady Thatcher. I have come to love this hymn, 
suitable for a cathedral and a small parish church 
for its message of “constancy in following the 
Master.” The lyrics are a paraphrase of John 
Bunyan’s great work Pilgrims Progress and stress the 
struggle and determination to be Christian.  
 

On a recent Sunday, I used that hymn to illustrate 
how this congregation embraces the struggle to 
be the church and to hold to a persistent faith. 
Struggle does not apply to crisis, but the struggle 
to know what is the best thing to do for Christ 
Church in our time and place, which requires a 
persistent faith, rather than a perfect faith. I asked 
the question, “He who would valiant 
be?” (Apologies for the non-gender-neutral 
language, but the hymn was written in 1906.) My 
answer to that question was the congregation of 
Christ Church. You show up. You use your talent 
and wisdom to struggle with issues of faith. You 

struggle with what is the right way to spread the 
Good News and to love your neighbor. You are 
generous, not just with money, and you care for 
each other. You commit to a myriad of ministries 
from choirs to committees.  It is only right to 
thank you for what you do in the present and 
what you have done in the past. Many pieces 
make the whole. 
 

I want to give an update on three issues. I have 
met with the new diocesan transition minister 
concerning the calling of an assistant. I have put 
together an advisory committee with members 
from the Vestry, parents, youth, and 
representatives from both the 8:00 am and the 
10:00 am services. We will meet in November to 
begin the processing of finding an assistant clergy 
person.  
 

Geoff McMahon, the new managing director of 
Mander Organs, visited Christ Church from 
October 17-20. Mr. McMahon met with our 
musicians, Parsons Pipe Organ representatives, 
and the Organ Study Committee, attended a 
Sunday service, and assessed the condition and 
design of our organ. Geoff shared some 
preliminary observations with the Organ Study 
Committee, but we are waiting for his completed 
assessment and his recommendations. We hope 
to have recommendations by the end of 2019.  
 

Finally, our Annual Giving Campaign has begun. 
I thank those 41 parishioners who accepted the 
call to be visitors this year. Most of the 
congregation will be contacted by visitors, and I 
ask you to welcome the visitor contact. If you 
receive an email or a call, please return it, if only 
to meet another Christ Church friend.  
Peace and blessings.   

 

 

 

The Rev. Dr. Ronald B. Young 
Priest In Charge 

 

mailto:office@christchurchpittsford.com
http://www.christchurchpittsford.com/
http://www.christchurchpittsford.com/
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Vituosi 
Fall greetings from the Music Department! As the days shorten and sweaters are brought out, it’s 
coming time for two musical highlights of our program year. On November 24, 5.00pm, we will 
present our now fifth annual Christ Church Virtuosi concert. This is a favorite of the congregation 
and our friends and each year it’s wonderful to be performing for a packed church. As you’ll know 
from past years, this is an evening where the choir lets loose a bit and indulges in music you 
wouldn’t normally hear in church. It’s also become something of a rite of passage for the section 
leaders. Expect not just choral music but some solo songs and instrumental pieces from our friends. 
No ticketing is required but the church usually fills fast so arrive early to be assured of a seat. Doors 
will open at 4.30pm for the concert at five o’clock. 

Festival of Lessons and Carols 
Then on December 15, also 5.00pm, we will present our annual Service of Nine Lessons and 
Carols, also now in its fifth year. It is modeled on the iconic service sung on Christmas Eve at 
King’s College, Cambridge. Each year we have held this service, the choir has outdone itself. From 
a choir of dedicated volunteers, it is music making at a standard close to professional, in a style 
offered nowhere else in Rochester. Lessons and Carols is a popular service and is a wonderful one 
to bring friends to both to hear seasonal choral music and to sing your favorite carols.  

CHRIST CHURCH READS THE BIBLE 
 

The Early Church 101: From Christ to the Creeds.  
Every Sunday in church we recite the Nicene or sometimes the Apostles’ creed. If you are interested 
in learning how these came to be written, come find out in these two light-hearted (and hopefully 
comprehensible) sessions. 
 

 November 3: What were the New Testament writers saying about Jesus and why? 
 November 10: How did these writings become creeds?  
  
The Christmas Card 101: 
Starting with the most classic of classic Christmas cards—you know the scene: the holy family 

framed by a stable stuffed full of shepherds, angels, animals, and kings—we will trace the origin of 

each of these elements back to the gospels and beyond.  

 December 8: Christmas 

 
 

THANKSGIVING SERVICE 
 

Please join us for an annual Thanksgiving Service on Wednesday, November 27 at 5:30  
Symbols 

MUSIC 
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 CALENDAR  

  

Sunday, November 3 
8:00 am  Worship Service with Communion 
9:15 am  Christ Church Reads the Bible   
9:15 am  Coffee Hour 
10:00 am  Sunday School  
11:15 am  Coffee Hour 
11:15 am  Christ Church Reads the Bible 
11:30 am  High School Lunch 
5:00 pm  Choral Evensong 
 

Monday, November 4 
12:00 pm  Meditation 
  

Wednesday, November 6 
9:15 am  Worship Service 
7:30 pm  Adult Choir 
  

Thursday, November 7 
9:30 am  Tai Chi 
  

Saturday, November 9 
9:30 am  Women’s Retreat 
 

Sunday, November 10 
8:00 am  Worship Service with Communion 
9:15 am  Coffee Hour 
9:15 am  Christ Church Reads the Bible 
9:15 am  Outreach Meeting 
10:00 am  Worship Service with Communion 
10:00 am  Sunday School  
11:15 am  Coffee Hour 
11:15 am  Christ Church Reads the Bible 
11:15 am  Newcomers Gathering 
 

Monday, November 11 Veteran's Day 
Office Closed 
 

Tuesday, November 12 
12.00 pm  Caregivers’ Luncheon 
5:45 pm  Vestry 
 

Wednesday, November 13 
9:15 am  Worship Service 
7:00 pm  Nominating Committee 
7:30 pm  Adult Choir 
  

Thursday, November 14 
9:30 am  Tai Chi 
9:30 am  The Guild of St. Alban & St. Cecilia 
4:00 pm  Cloverwood Service 
  

Friday, November 15 
5:30 pm  All Youth Group Lock In 
  

Sunday, November 17 
8:00 am  Worship Service with Communion 
9:15 am  Coffee Hour 
10:00 am  Worship Service with Communion 
10:00 am  Sunday School  
11:15 am  Coffee Hour 
Cameron Sunday Celebration Dinner 
  

Monday, November 18 
12:00 pm  Meditation 
  

Wednesday, November 20 
9::15 am  Worship Service 
7:30 pm  Adult Choir 
  

Thursday, November 21 
9:30 am  Tai Chi 
  

Sunday, November 24 
8:00 am  Worship Service with Communion 
9:15 am  Coffee Hour 
10:00 am  Worship Service with Communion 
10:00 am  Sunday School  
11:15 am  Coffee Hour 
11:30 am   Middle School Lunch 
5:00 pm  Virtuosi 
 

Wednesday, November 27 
9:15 am  Worship Service 
5:30 pm  Thanksgiving Service 
 

Thursday, November 28 Thanksgiving Day 
Office Closed 
 

Sunday, December 1 Advent 1 
8:00 am  Worship Service with Communion 
9:15 am  Coffee Hour 
 10:00 am  Worship Service with Communion 
10:00 am  Sunday School  
11:15 am  Coffee Hour 
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 FELLOWSHIP 

WOMEN’S RETREAT  
Saturday, November 9: 9.30 am to 12.30 pm In the Dining Room 
Our topic will be Dealing with Fear and Doubt.  All the women of the parish and guests are invited to 
join us in the Fellowship Room for a peaceful time of discussion, meditation and reflection. If you 
can contribute a snack, please contact Nancy Dhurjaty: nancy.dhurjaty@gmail.com or 248-
5260.  We hope you can join us. 
 

CAREGIVERS LUNCHEON 
Tuesday, November 12 at 12:00 pm 
Caregivers meets the second Tuesday of the month, right here at Christ Church.  All participants 
must be caring for a loved one in their personal lives. We offer nourishments for the body, mind 
and soul.  The group is lead by three very experienced caregivers: Jamie Hill, Meg Rubiano and 
Laurie Sorge.  This group is not limited to members of Christ Church; that means if you have a 
friend or relative or even a “friend of a friend” in need, please contact Cindy (parish administrator) 
through the church office at 586-1226 or Laurie Sorge at 703-3503. 
 

THE GUILD OF ST. ALBAN AND ST. CECILIA 
Thursday, November 14 
Coffee & nibbles at 9:30 am, Program follows at 10:00 a.m. 
The speaker will be Linda Baroody, Volunteer Coordinator for A Meal and More. She will speak 
about this outreach program. 
 

WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB 
November 21 at 7:00 pm 
Our next book is Born a Crime by Trevor Noah. Trevor Noah, host of The Daily Show, tells his wild 
coming-of-age story during the twilight of apartheid in South Africa and the tumultuous days of 
freedom that followed. Noah provides powerfully funny observations about how farcical political 
and social systems play out in our lives.  
 

MEDITATION 
Think you can't meditate? That your mind is too busy and you can't slow it down? We all struggle 
with that challenge; but that's precisely what meditation is for! The practice of meditation helps 
tame that "monkey mind." Come learn various techniques and find support for your practice, no 
matter what level of practitioner you are. The group welcomes all levels of experience; a desire to 
spend time with God is the only requirement. Please join us. 
 

We meet the first and third Mondays of the month at noon to practice mindfulness and meditation 
techniques. Upcoming dates are November 4, and 18, December 2 and 16, January 6. Contact 
Suzanne Lee at leeharris@frontiernet.net or 223-7044 with questions.  
 

TAI CHI AND GENTLE EXERCISE 
Thursdays, 9:30 am  
Everyone is welcome to these Thursday one hour sessions. No age limit and walking sticks are in 
fashion.  Donation is $5.00 per session. 
 

MEN’S BOOK CLUB 
Thursday, December 5, 6:00 pm 
The book is How Democracies Die by Steven Levitsky and Daniel Elblat 

Enlightener  November 2019  3 

 YOUTH AND CHILDREN                  

SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE 
The 2019-20 Sunday School year is off to a great start! We welcomed several new families to the 
Sunday School program and were happy to see old friends returning for another fun year. The Pre-
K through 8th grade Sunday School choir is singing during the 10:00 service on November 3. 
We have many exciting holiday events planned for December. Please mark your calendars and 
watch your email for more details. 
 

Advent-ture Day is scheduled for Saturday, December 7 from 9:00 to 1:00. While parents enjoy a 
few hours for Christmas preparations, kids in Pre-K through 5th grade can shop for the 
adults in their family at our Holiday Gift Bazaar, play games, and create beautiful crafts. 
Lunch and a snack will be provided.  

 

Our annual Christmas Pageant will be held on December 15. We’re excited to start rehearsing 
soon! 

 

Families are invited to participate in Christmas caroling at a local senior facility on the afternoon 
of December 22. 

 

Adults and youth are invited to help with Advent-ture Day, Pageant Day or at our upcoming work-
shops on December 1, 22, and 29. Regular Sunday School classes will resume on January 5.  
 
 
YOUTH GROUP EVENTS 
Christ Church’s Youth Group has several fun gatherings planned for November and December. 
During our next Lock In on November 15-16, the kids will prepare a meal that will be served at 
Cameron Community Ministries on November 17. 
 

High school students will gather for their monthly Luncheons on November 3 and December 8, 
while the middle school students will meet on November 24 and December 15 after the 10:00 am 
service. Parent volunteers are needed to assist with the Lock-In and Luncheons and can sign up 
when they register their youth for these events. 
 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
We are always happy to welcome new volunteers in the Sunday School program throughout the 
school year. All lessons and materials are provided in advance, and new volunteers are placed with 
experienced teachers. Youth in middle and high school are also encouraged to volunteer and can 
receive school community service credit for their time. Any time you can spare is a huge help!  
Please contact Liz Salamone for more information about Sunday School volunteer opportunities or 
questions about Sunday School (sundayschool@christchurchpittsford.com).   

mailto:nancy.dhurjaty@gmail.com
mailto:sundayschool@christchurchpittsford.com
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Thank you to everyone who helped prepare 
the meal, brought deserts and helped with the 

flowers and the serving of  a Great Harvest 
Lunch! 
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 OUTREACH:  OUR FAITH IN ACTION 

THANKSGIVING TURKEY PROJECT 

The Turkey Project, a long standing outreach activity at Christ Church,  
provides complete Thanksgiving dinners for families in need at Rochester 
Childfirst Network (RCN). This year the school has requested 30 dinners. 
You may sign up to participate in this important ministry after each service 
on Sunday, Novenber 10.  At the signup we provide the shopping list and 
the box to return the groceries. There is no cooking involved!  Boxes must 
by Monday, November 25.  This is a wonderful way for a family, or two or 
three families working together or a church group to share Thanksgiving 
with others. 

 

 

 

OUTREACH UPDATE - ANGEL TREE 

Our annual Angel Tree Christmas project starts on November 17. In addition to purchasing gifts, 
parishioners will have an opportunity to make a financial donation. You can select an angel with a 
specific dollar amount or leave a donation check in the collection plate. Specify "Angel gifts" on 
your check. All monetary donations are due by December 3 Thanks in advance for supporting 
less fortunate children and families during the holidays. 

OUTREACH SILENT AUCTION NOV 10-17 
 

A rare opportunity! Mitch and Wezo Pierson have donated their collection of 10 vintage nativity 
sets, from around the globe, to be auctioned as a fundraiser for our parish Outreach programs. 
They will be on display in the Collin Fellowship room November 10-17. No doubt, one of these 
creches will make your Christmas special and become part of your own holiday traditions for 
years to come! 


